AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



LISTING OF CLAIMS IN THE CASE 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions. 
Claim 1. (Cancelled) 

Claim 2. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3 further 

comprising determining entitlement status corresponding to said user 
identifier with respect to said set of information. 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) A method of providing access to 
information comprising the steps of: 

a) a repository receiving a caU from an application program, said call 
specifying a user identifier and a requested [[set]] logical collection of 
information of a plurality of [[sets]] logical collections of information; 

h) in response to said caU, said repository determining locations 
having portions of said requeste d logical collection of information 
corresponding to said user identifier by: 

bl) determining a plurality of fields associated with said 

requested [[set]] logical collection of information, wherein said fields 

describe information distributed over a plurality of databases; and 

b2) accessing a stored mapping of said fields to said databases^ 

said mapping stored on said repository : 
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c) using said user identifier and said stored mapping, said repository 
retrieving information corresponding to a first of said plurality of fields 
from a first of said plurality of databases; 

d) using said user identifier and said stored mapping, said repository 
retrieving information corresponding to a second of said plurality of fields 
from a second of said plurality of databases, wherein said first and second 
database store information in a different format from one another; 

e) said repository providing said [[set]] requested logical collection of 
information to said application program, retrieved from said first and 
second databases; and 

f) said repository storing in a cache said [[set]] requested logical 
collection of information which was requested by said application program. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 3 further comprising 
said repository updating a first of said plurality of fields in said [[set]] 
requested logical collection of said information by writing information to a 
first of said plurality of databases. 

Claim 5. (Original) The method of Claim 4 wherein said update is based 
upon responses given by a user of said application program. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 4 wherein said 
update is based upon monitoring activity of a user of said appUcation 

Serial No. 09/732,541 Art Unit 2161 

Examiner: Thai, Hahn B. - 3 - CSCO-68341 



program, said activity being related to said requested logical collection of 
information, wherein said first of said plurality of fields in said [[set]] 
logical collection of said information is updated implicitly. 

Claim 7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3 wherein said 
databases comprise a first database with entitlement information thereon 
and a second database with user profile information thereon. 

Claim 8. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3 further 
comprising the steps of: 

said repository providing a parameter to said apphcation program 
that is used to track active user records stored in said cache; 

said repository receiving said parameter from said application 
program in order to track a user record associated with said call; and 

said repository deleting said user record from said cache if said user 
record is inactive, based on the received parameter. 

Claim 9-27. (Cancelled) 

Claim 28. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3, further 
comprising repeating said a) - f) for application programs that are 
comphant with different programming languages from one other. 
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Claim 29-30. (Cancelled) 



Claim 31 . (Currently Amended) In a computer system having a processor 
coupled to a bus, a computer readable medium coupled to said bus and 
having stored therein a computer program that when executed by said 
processor causes said computer system to implement a method of providing 
a data repository, said method comprising: 

a) receiving a call from an application program, said call specifying a 
user identifier and a requested [[set]] logical collection of information of a 
plurality of [[sets]] logical collections of information; 

b) in response to said call, determining locations having portions of 
said requeste d logical collection of information corresponding to said user 
identifier by: 

bl) determining a plurality of fields associated with said 
requested [[set]] logical collection of information, wherein said fields 
describe information distributed over said plurality of databases; and 

b2) accessing a stored mapping of said fields to said databases^ 
said mapping stored on said data repository : 

c) using said user identifier, retrieving information corresponding to a 
first of said plurality of fields from a first of said plurality of databases; 

d) using said user identifier, retrieving information corresponding to 
a second of said plurality of fields from a second of said plurality of 
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databases^wherein said first and second database store information in a 
different format from one another; and 

e) providing said [[set]] requested logical collection of information to 
said application program; 

f) storing said [[set]] requested logical collection of information in the 
data repository. 

Claim 32. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medlimi of Claim 
31 wherein said method further comprises determining [[the]] entitlement 
status corresponding to said user identifier with respect to said [[set]] 
requested logical collection of information. 

Claim 33. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 
31 wherein said method further comprises updating a second of said 
plurality of fields in said [[set]] requested logical collection of said 
information by writing information to a first of said plurality of databases. 

Claim 34. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 
31 wherein said requested [[set]] logical collection of information comprises 
information relating to a single user. 
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Claim 35. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of Claim 
31 wherein said requested [[set]] logical collection of information comprises 
information relating to a group of users. 

Claim 36. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of Claim 
31, wherein said method further comprises providing a parameter to said 
application program that is used to track active user records. 

Claim 37. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of Claim 
36, wherein said a) of said method further comprises receiving said 
parameter from said apphcation program, wherein a user record associated 
with said call is tracked. 

Claim 38. (Cancelled) 

Claim 39. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3, further 
comprising: 

said repository performing concurrency management of information 
stored on said plurality of databases, wherein said repository is a central 
repository. 

Claim 40. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 39, further 
comprising; 
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said central repository associating a version numtier with a user 
record; 

said central repository updating the version number if the user record 
is updated; 

said central repository providing the current version number of said 
user record to applications requesting said user record; and 

said central repository allowing a write involving said user record 
only if a version number of said user record that is provided by an 
application attempting said write matches the version number currently 
associated with said user record. 

Claim 4 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 3, wherein said 
stored mapping of said fields to said databases maps fields associated with 
said requested set of information to databases, and wherein said first field is 
mapped to said first database and said second field is mapped to said second 
database in said stored mapping. 

42. (New) A computer readable medium having stored thereon program 
instructions for implementing a data repository operable to access 
information stored on a plurality of databases having different data 
formats, said data repository comprising: 
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a view manager organizing a user record into a plurality of logical 
collections of information, said logical collections of information 
comprising data fields; 

an object request broker operable to receive a request to said 
repository from an application and operable to return to said application a 
requested logical collection of information corresponding to a specified user 
identifier; 

a datasource manager having a stored mapping of the data fields to 
said databases, wherein the datasource manager is operable to access the 
requested logical collection of information by forming database requests to 
at least two of the databases having different data formats; and 

a record manager operable to store the requested logical collection of 
information and to remove the requested logical collection of information 
based on a pre-determined period of time. 

43. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein a first of 
the databases comprises entitlement information. 

44. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein a second 
of the databases comprises user profile information. 
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45. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said 
datasource manager is further operable to update said requested logical 
collection by writing to a first of said databases. 

46. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein at least 
one of the databases resides external to a computer system in which said 
computer readable medium resides, and wherein said stored mapping maps 
to said external database. 

47. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said 
requested logical collection pertains to a single user. 

48. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said 
requested logical collection pertains to a group of users. 

49. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said object 
request broker is further operable to process requests originating from more 
than one programming language. 

50. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said object 
request broker is further operable to process requests originating from more 
than one computing platform. 
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5 1 . (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 42, wherein said object 
request broker is accessed via a published user record read/update 
application program interface (API) that is used by said application to read 
and update user records on the plurality of databases. 

52. (New) The computer readable medium of Claim 5 1 , wherein said user 
repository is accessing via a user record creation API that is used by a 
Umited set of appUcations for creation of user records on the plurality of 
databases. 

53. (New) A data repository operable to access information stored on a 
pluraUty of databases having different data formats, said data repository 
comprising: 

means for organizing a user record into a plurality of logical 
collections of information, said logical collections of information 
comprising data fields; 

means for receiving a request to said repository from an appUcation 
and for returning to said application a requested logical collection of 
information corresponding to a specified user identifier; 

means for storing mapping of the data fields to said databases; 

means for accessing the requested logical collection of information by 
forming database requests to at least two of the databases having different 
data formats; and 
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means for storing the requested logical collection of information and 
for removing the requested logical collection of information based on a pre- 
determined period of time. 

54. (New) The data repository of Claim 53, further comprising means for 
updating said requested logical collection hy writing to a first of said 
databases. 
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